228

PURITAN REFORMED JOURNAL

I J. .' I (Yan

BooK REVIEWS

2 d 2.0)

volume seems as likely to lead readers away from a biblical understand
ing of the extent of the atonement (and many other doctrines) as to it.
Pursuit of biblical catholicity is a marvelous project, and a summary of
divergent positions can be tremendously helpful. However, a published
volume which contains seventy to eighty percent errant teaching is not
one to hand out to those desiring to grow in the knowledge of the per
son and work of Christ.
-William VanDoodewaard

Guido Stucco. The Doctrine of Predestination in Catholic Scholasticism.
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In this book, as in his earlier works on predestination in the Middle
Ages, Stucco uses mainly Latin primary sources to present in English
the views of medieval writers on the topic of predestination. His first
work, Not without Us (2006), covered texts from the Semi-Pelagian
controversy of the fifth and sixth centuries. Another work of his, The
Colors of Grace (2008), treated authors from the early Middle Ages,
especially those involved in the ninth-century Gottschalk contro
versy. This third installment covers in three chapters the views of
thirteenth-, fourteenth-, and fifteenth-century theologians.
Chapter one explains the teachings of Alexander of Hales,
Bonaventure, Albert the Great, Thomas Aquinas, and Duns Scotus.
For Hales, the saving will of God applies to everyone, but "not every
body has been predestined" (13). Furthermore, the number of the
predestined is fixed. According to Bonaventure, predestination does
not impose necessity on a human by forcing an elect person to be
saved. While the divine purpose to predestine and to reprobate has no
other cause than God Himself, glory and punishment, Bonaventure
taught, can be merited. Albert the Great explained that predestination
prepares grace for those who will make a good use of it. Duns Sco
tus asserted the concept of conditional election. The greatest part of
chapter one is devoted to the views of Thomas Aquinas which Stucco
gathered from that theologian's various works. Stucco does a good
job treating the massive amount of material on the subject of pre
destination contained in Aquinas's well-known Summa contra gentiles
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and Summa theologica. Stucco also summarizes the views contained in
two lesser-known works of Aquinas, i.e., his Commentary on Lombard's
Sentences and De veritate. Sections of the latter work were published
in English in a 1961 Gateway paperback entitled Thomas Aquinas:
Providence and Predestination. (Not covered in this book are Aquinas's
commentaries on Romans and Ephesians-witnesses to his early
views on predestination-as well as writings of Giles of Rome, a stu
dent of Aquinas.)
Chapter two presents the views of Peter Aureol, William of
Ockham, Thomas Bradwardine, Thomas of Strasburg, Gregory of
Rimini, and John Wyclif Aureol denied particular and unconditional
election in favor of general, corporate, and conditional election. Ock
ham taught that God's will does not determine that a human will
comply, since humans "are free to reject God's salvific will for their
lives" (77 ). Stucco admits that some fourteenth-century theologians
neglected Augustine's doctrine of sin's effect on humans and returned
to Semi-Pelagianism. The chapter also presents the views of obscure
writers like Landulph Caracciolo and Francis ofMarchia who opposed
Aureol's views. Bradwardine, an archbishop of Canterbury in the four
teenth century, opposed the "Pelagians" of his day and asserted God's
absolute sovereignty in the distribution of saving grace. On the other
hand, Thomas of Strasburg taught that predestination has its cause in
the divine foreknowledge of a person's good use of free will. Rimini,
prior general of the Hermits of St. Augustine, opposed what he saw as
the Pdagianism of his time, and rejected the concepts of general and
corporate election in favor of particular election. Wyclif defined the
church as "the congregation of the predestined" (103).
In Chapter two, Stucco interacts with much secondary literature,
including: Halverson's Peter Aureol On Predestination; the translation
of Ockham's Predestination, God's Foreknowledge, and Future Contingents
by Adams and Kretzmann; Leffs Bradwardine and the Pelagians; Ober
man's Archbishop Thomas Bradwardine and various works about Wyclif
Chapter three summarizes the views of four fifteenth-century
writers: John Hus, Gabriel Biel, Denis the Carthusian, and Pietro
Pomponazzi. Hus, in his treatise On the Church, described the church
as the totality of the predestined. Hus also taught that some who
are not predestined to eternal life can nevertheless have "present
righteousness." Not covered in the chapter are Hus's views on pre
destination in his Commentdry on the Sentences (of Lombard), edited
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